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INDEX OF SURGICAL PROGRESS. 


was found to be perfectly smooth, measuring about 2 mm. in thickness 
and consisting of the mucous membrane and submucous coat. The 
cavity was washed with thymol, and a drainage tube inserted. There 
were slight febrile movements (38° C.) and a considerable swelling of 
the parts about the night-fall, but on the next day the temperature be¬ 
came normal, while the swelling subsided after the local use of ice. 
The drainage tube was removed the 9th day. About the 16th day the 
patient came with his wound completely healed by a scarcely percep¬ 
tible scar, his tongue and speech being quite normal. No recidive oc¬ 
curred up to date (six months have elapsed). The microscope 
showed that the fluid removed contained mucous corpuscles of vari¬ 
ous sizes. According to the examination by Professor Carl Schmidt, 
the fluid represented a thick, viscid, colorless, alkaline mucoid matter, 
which did not change starch, and consisted of 95.396 water, 3 946 
mucin and other organic substances, and 0.658 mineral bodies. In 
short, the tumor was nothing else than a muccus cyst. Dr. Manteuffel 
was unable to find in the international aliter ture any other instance of 
the development of a mucous cyst in the anterior part of the dor¬ 
sum of the tongue. According to Henle {Handbuch d. Systemat, 
Anatomie, 1886, pp. 129, a. 133), precisely this region is void of 
glandular structures. The tumor could not possibly have developed 
from a process of the foramen ccEcum , since otherwise the cyst would be 
situated somewhere posteriorly, or at allevents, if anteriorly, there 
would be present then two cysts (correspondingly to a terminal bifur¬ 
cation of the said process), and never a single symmetrical cyst. Dr. 
Manteuffel comes to the conclusion that the tumor has developed from 
“an erratic ( verirrte ) mucous gland exposed to some accidental irri¬ 
tation,” the patient being in the habit of cleansing his tongue with a 
blunt knife.— St. Petersburger Medicinische Wochenschrift No. 2, 
1888. 

IV. A simple Method of Tonsillotomy. By Dr. G. Levitsky, 
(Russia). The writer recomends the following plan for excision of hy¬ 
pertrophied tonsils, which may be resorted to when no special instru¬ 
ments are under hand. The fauces and gland having been cocainised 
and the patient seated on a chair, an assistant takes his position behind 
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and fixes the patient’s head. The operator plunges a sharp hook into 
the lowest portion of the tonsil and commissions another assistant to 
produce a constant but slight traction towards the other gland. Then 
the surgeon depresses the patient’s tongue with a spatula (in his left 
hand) and introduces a scalpel (with his right hand) to pass over the 
tonsil, outside of the hook, up to the posterior arch, and cuts off the 
hooked portion by to-and-fro movements. Any after-bleeding is easily 
arrested by ice-water gargling, after which some disinfecting mouth¬ 
washes are ordered .—Novosti Terapii, December, 1888. 

Valerius Idelson (Berne). 

CHEST AND ABDOMEN. 

I. Tumors of the Breast at the Heidelburg Clinic. By 

Geo. B. Schmidt (Heidelberg). Author has constructed a statistical 
paper upon 150 cases of tumor of the breast occurring in the clinic 
at Heidelburg and there operated upon. The carcinomata make up 
82.6 of all the mammary tumors. This corresponds closely to 82% 
of the Bilroth statistics. Of 150 cases only 51 occurred in well-to-do 
private individuals. Author has adopted in his setiological tables the 
division of age, followed by Velpean, Bilroth, Yolkmann and Wini¬ 
warter, Henry, etc. He finds that the greatest number of cases of car¬ 
cinoma occur between 41 andso years. Most of the cases of Bilroth oc¬ 
curred in Jewesses, who generally marry at a very early period of life. 
Author finds that none of his cases occurred before the thirty first or 
after the seventy-third year of life. Up to the forty-eighth year (prime) 
52 cases were affected, at the climactric (48-58) 43 cases, and after 
this period 24 cases. Among the 150 cases 13 were not married. Of 
122 women (of whom note were taken) 56 nursed their children, of 
the remainder 32 did not nurse and of 84 we find no data in this re¬ 
gard. 

Of 109 women who had borne children 24 had mastitis ; of these 
two had several attacks. Since these attacks of mastitis author found 
that a variable time intervened before the symptoms of disease man¬ 
ifested themselves. This time ranged from 1 to 36 years. In six 
cases a history of traumatism could be obtained. This preceded the 



